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Reformed Cacholique: 


OR, 


'The True Proteſtant. 


SZ HIS Paper ſhould have come into the 
World under the form of a Letter (as 
moſt Pamphlets of quality do of lateYif 
the Author had not made a Conſcience 
of covering the Simplicity of his pur- 
poſe under any ſort of Diſguiſe; ſo that 
| without ſo much as a ſingle How do ze 
to uſher it in, he comes point blank to the Buſineſs in the 
very Title. It may be look'd upon, Tknow, as a thing of 
1) Omen, to begin with an Alias: But there's neither Prieſt 
nor Highway-man'in our Caſe 3 and yet there may be cauſe 
enough perhaps for a kind of H#e and Cry too; for 'tis a 
matter of great moment that every man ſhould both go, and 
be kzown by his right Name 3 and (peradventure) never 
more neceſlary than in this junQure, and in this particular: 
And fo to my Text, | i004 
A Reformed .Catholique | (praperly ſo called) is an Apo- 
ſtolical Chriſtian, or a Son of the MM” 5 England : A _=_ 
r0- 
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2 The Reformed Cathelique : Or, 
Proteſtant may be ſo too; nay, and many times he zs fo; 
and many a Loyal, Orthodox, Reformed Catholique calls him- 
ſelf ſo ; and (according tothe ftile of the Age) he may be 
well enough ſaid and accounted ſo tobe. But all this is only 
by Adoption, and without any colour for it in the Original 
of his Denomination. Now a Proteſtant, in ſ{triqnelſs of 
ſpeaking, is a Lutheran, which this Church does not in all 
points pretend tobe, and then the Chara@eriſtical Note of a 
Chriſtian 1s Catholique 3 ſo that the Appelation 18 top narrow 
for ths Rrjacigle, and drawson the wary fame Implication 
m a Proteſtant-Catholique, which we make fport with in a 
Roman-Catholique, that 1s to ſay, the Solceciſm of a Parti- 
cular Oniverſality. 

Here isenough already (I ſuppoſe) to furniſh an Extra& 
of as much Popery out of it, as may-#geommend ſame hun - 
ory Informer to a Mornings-draight ; for we have a ſort 
of people now adays, that will read a mans Heart through 
his Ribs, though they can hardly ſee his Noſe on's Face; 
and that give more Credit to their Ears than to their Eyes. 
Now to eafe the Reader in two or three peeviſhPoints, if 
he ſhould chance.to be Over-critical and Inperions, T will 
tell him before-hand, in a few words, what he is to. 
eo the fot Exeftion or ObjeBion fairly ſuppoſed 

To the firſ# £xcſtion or ObjeFion fairly ſuppoſed; the- 
Author 1s Dies or Comin Papiſt, but of the Com--. 
2Bunion of the Church of England, train'd up 1n the ſtriq-. 
eſt way of it, and ſtanding firm to it againſt all ſorts of: 
Provocation, Diſcouragement, Temptation , and Argu- 
Ment 3 and without warping to the Jeſuites, either on the 
Fight. hand or on the left. _ b- 

To the Secozd -. He 1s not_ſet on to write this-Diſcourſe, 
either dixeQHy:or indiretly, by.any Hint, Defire, or Ap- 
pointment whatſoever z nor by any other Motive than x 
{n(e. of what he owes to the Publique, and to his Con- 


ſeience;. and the Conſideration of ſome {ma]l Preſenc from. 
AR : _ the: 


) thei Tous Proſtate. j 

is Book-ſeller, if there be atly thing got by't; CA piece of 
Govd- His butidyy' that lie has learnt of his Swperiors) He 
has no deſign upon any Plare at Cortt in't, nor upon any 
Chirch-Leaſe 3, no' not” ſo- much as a Revetfion- And all 
this 1s-True,. by the Faith of a Poor Gentleman, that has 
worr lis Doublet out at the Elbows in his Majeſties Ser- 
vice. It might be added, that he's grown Old and Care- 
leſs; and that even Malice it ſelf were loſt upon him. Now 
under theſe Circumſtances, I hope he may ſecurely ad- 
vatice to tell you a little more of his mind. 


So far as Catholiqueand Proteſtant ſerve only as two; ſeve- 
ral Names, intending the ſelf-ame thing,Cthough the one by 
Propriety, and the other but by Tranſlation) is is all one to 
me whether of the two any man calls me; all the danger 
15, the countenancing of an Ill Thing under a Good Name. 

The word Proteſtancy falls under a double acceptation ; 
the oze, as it denotes the Reformed Religion 3 the other, as 
It is taken for the Gems Generaliſſinum of all Diſſenters frons 
the Church of Rome. The former I do heartily embrace, as 
tranſmitted to us from our Fore-fathers, and Signed by 
the Blood of Martyrs; Authoriz'd by the Holy Goſpel, 
and' by the Law of the Land 3 the common Bond of our 
Civil Peace, and(by Gods Bleffing) the Hopes and Means 
of our Eternal Salvation: 

Now tothe latter Acceptation, T am not at all fatisfi'd with 
It, and'I have both Reaſor and Experience to warrant me 
in that diſlike. Astomy Reaſon; Firſt, It is an Agreement 
upon an Oppoſtion 3 and next, it is an Agreement of ſeveral 
Parties diſagreeing among themſelves, which carries the face 
rather of a Confederacy, than a Religion : For it is not the 
Oppoſing of Error , but the aſſerting of a Truth, that muſt 
do the work. Ore Error may be oppoſed by another, even 
in a Single Perſon ; as one man Robs his Neighboxr, and a 
third Robs hire. Here's one Injuſtice oppoſed by another: So 
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4 The Reformed Catholique : Or, 
that asit is an Agreement in Oppoſition, 'tis a hundred to one 
there will be Error in't: But the Oppeſers themſelves being 
ſubdivided, 'tis impoſlible it ſhould be. R3zght ; for the very 
Eſfence and Soul of Religion are here m—_ thatis toſay, 
Charity and Unity. And for the Proof of this, beyond all 
ContradiQtion ; let but any man look back into the late 
 Troubles,and ſee, when the Faftions had deſtroy'd the King 
and the Church (which they call'd the Common Enemy ) 
how they fell preſently to the Worrying of one another 3 
when the Presbyterians, Independents, Anabaptiſts, Dua- 
kers, Seekers, Ranters, Antinomians, and twenty other wild 
ſorts of SeFaries, under the title of Proteſtants, and un- 
der the pretence of oppoling Popery, deltroy'd the very 
Cauſe they Covenarted to aſſert ; a Proteſtant-Church, a 
Proteſtant- Prince, and a Proteſtant-People, fill'd the Land 
with Confuſton, Sacrilege, and Hereſie 5 made the Engliſh Na- 
tion a Reproach and a Scandal to the Chriſtian World : And 
ſo ſoon as they had poſſeſs'd themſelves of the Power and 
Revenue of the Kingdom, every mans hand was againſt his 
Brother for the Booty. 

To proceed now to the matter of Experience : I would 
fain ſee any one Inſtance from the very Reforwation it ſelf, 
to this day, when ever there was a Clamour advanc'd up- 
on this Point, of a Conjun® Oppoſition of Popery, that the 
Church of Exgland was not ſtruck at in the Confederacy 3 
and that too, not by blind Izferexces and tacit Preſumptior, 
but by Owvert as, and a Notoriety of Pra@ice : That is 
to ſay, the Men that ſtickled under this Notion, did poſi- 
tively declare the Government by Biſhops, to be Antichri- 

fiian; and the Diſcipline and Common Prayers of the Church, 
to be Popery and Syperſtition 5 yes, and the Civil Admini- 
ſtration it ſelf alſo to be down-right Tyranny. They did 
juſt like the Fellows in Hatton-GQarder, that Stole Money 
and Plate, under the pretence of Searching for Priefts 5 
and for the Credit of the Exploit, they Rob'd. ___ 
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Coats too, that they might the better paſs for ſome of his 
Majeſties Guards. The Similitude runs upon All Four, 
for it was the very caſe of our pretended vt omg under 
colour of hunting for Prieſts, they ſeized Morey and Plate, 
and committed Robberies in the very Livery of the Go- 
vernment. 

. This they didin Scotlayd, under the 2neer Regent, and 
King James; and in Exgland, under Queen Elizabeth ; and 
twice in Scetland again, under the /ate King ; and after 
that, in England : Two aftual Rebellions more in Scotlard, 
under this preſent King, and now God Bleſs us from ano- 
ther at Home ; and all this from that ſort of People that 
ſtil'd themſelves Proteſtants. The Principles, the Methods, 
and the Pretexces the very ſame , from one end to the 
other. 

The Story of theſe Phanatical Conſpiracies 1s almoſt as Nau- 
ſeous as the thing it ſelf is Deteſtable ; only this laſt in Scot- 
land methinks' feems to Crown the Infamy of all the reſt - 
For a Party that calls it ſelf Proteſtant ; a Party in full Cry 
upon the ſcert of Poperyz a Popiſh Plot upon Oath too, at 
the ſame time upon the Life of the. Kg, upon our Rel:- 
gion and Government ; and that Plot, at that inſtant, under 
a \{trict Examination 3 the ſame Party at the Jame time allo 
preſſing for Juſtice upon-the Conſpirators, nay, and com- 
plaining of the remiſsneſs of the Proſecution , notwith- 
ftanding the moſt exemplary Rigor in the Caſe that ever 
was known 1n this Nation : For .this Party, (Tay ) under 
theſe Circumſtances, to flie in the face of the Government, 
let the World judge if ever there was a more Conſummated 
piece of Wickedneſs. They raiſe a Rebe/on, 'and make 
Religion the Ground of it ; they declare a War againſt the 
King, and the Church, and yet write themſelves Loyal Sub- 
je@s and Proteſtants. They cry out of the Danger of Po- 
pery, and yet in the ſame breath, draw their Swords upon 
their Prince, in the very attempt of Crufhing it ; and _ theſe 
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6 The Reformed Catholiqae*: Or, | 
Apgravations' complicated in one att. Is it riot high time 
then, after am Impoſtute'tlat has coſt this Nation ſo dear; 
to learn at laſt to diſtinguiſh betwixt a Religion and a 
Fa#ion? Betwixt what men are; and what. they call them- 
ſelves? Is a Renegado ever the leſs a Turk for putting out 
Eneliſh Colours ? Are the Bleſſed Spirits ever the leſs =—_ 
for the Devils transforming himſelf into an Azgel of Light 2 
Is the Kirgs Broad Sedl one jot the leſs Valuable for being 
Connterfeited 2. So neither 1s our Profeſſeon. And he that 
diſhonours Religion, or nivades Authority under the Name 
of a Proteſtazt, is no- more to any ſober man, than. a Goth 
or a Vandal. Judas his Betraying of his Maſter was a moſt 
ungrateful and'abominable Sin, but the doing of it with a 
Kiſs, made it by many degrees the more execrable : And 
it was the height of the Prophet Davids AfMiiction, the 
Circumſtance of a Familiar Friend. Where's the harm now 
of ſaying, Have a care of Falſe Pzoteſtants { The Authoz 
and the Finiſher of our Faith,is (I hope)of Authority ſufhci- 
ent to juſtifie that Caution.Does not our Savioxr himſelf tell 
us that there ſhall ariſe Falſe Cheiſts ad Falſe Prophets ? 
and why not Falſe P:oteffants * And does he not bid us 
take heed that no man deceive us; 'for many (lays he) ſhall 
come in my Name, ſaying I am Chriſt, and ſhall decerve many £ 
Does henot bid us beware of Woolves i Sheeps Cloathing ? 
And in his deſcription of the Scribes and Phariſees, give us 
the very Picture of our Impoſtors. G 

We have it upon the Credit of Dr. Tozg and Dr. Oates, 
that the Sedition-of 1641. was totally contriv'd and: carry'd 
on by Popiſh Connſels ; and that'not only the Corverticles in, 
that Bleody Revolution, but all 'our Separate Meetings to 
this day, and particularly the Scottiſh Commotions were and 
are Influenc'd by Prieſts and Jeſuites, under the Maſque of 

Profeſſors of thoſe ſeveral Perſuafions. Have we:not rea- 
ſon then to uſe all poſſible CircumfpeQtion, that we may 

not be impos'd\ upon.by ſuch:astheſe for Proteſiants £ No 
Ezeonth\ man 
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man has a greater Veneratian for the memary of thoſe Pro- 
teſtants thatſuffer'd Martyxdom for their Faith; no aan a 
greater Horroxr for the Iriſh, the Pariſian, and ſeveral other 
Maſſacres; no man a higher Eſteem, or a more Ardent 
affection for Proteſtaucy it ſelf, ({o far as the Profeflion of 
the Church of England is intended by it) than T have. But 
for thoſe Turbulent Spirits that lay about them as if Hea- 
ven were to be taken by anal Violeyce, whoſe Zeal out- 
ſtrips Chriſtianity 1t ſelf, impoſing upon the World their 
own corrupt and impetuous paſijons, inſtead of the Healing 
and Pacitique Motions of the. Haly Ghoſt - Theſe are a 
dangerous ſort of People, and their ways are not only a 
Cantradiction to the undeniable Principles of our Jyftitu- 
tio, but to the common Interelts of Mankind, 3s well Ir- 
dividuals as Communities : Far if it. be true, that Charity 1s 
the great Leſſon of the Goſpel ; If it be;trne, that Unity in 
Faith, and Vuanimity in the things of Civil Government, 
would make up the moſt perfected Bleſhingthat reaſonable 
Nature is capable of in this, Tabernaele of Fleſhz then muſt 
it neceſſarily fallow, that the nearer :we approach to that 
Agreement, the better Chriſtians we are, and the happier - 
Men3: and the further we depart from it, the more Wicked 
and the more Miſerable we are. . This is etthertrue or falſe : - 
If the former, . there's no Treaſon. in't 3 jf the latter, we 
may burn our Bibles. . v7 ge: | | 


BeforeI. wade any further intothis Controverſie, it may 
dg well, think,to give ſome Reaſon, why upon this Subjed, . 
and .at this Time  . that the World may not take that for 
the Leaven of an Unquiet Humour, which in great truth, 
is only an at of Conſcience in the diſcharge of a ſober and 
aſeaſonable duty to my Prince and Country. . 

To the undertaking - of this: Office, I have been in- 
duced, .by the. Audacious : Liberties .ob: the Preſs, . | 
| tne - 
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8 The Reformed Catholique = Or, 
the matter of Religion and Government, endeavour- 
ing to poſſeſs the Multitude with Falſe and Pernicious 
Principles and Opinions, and by Artificial Hints and Scan- 
dals to diſpoſe them (now toward the meeting of this next 
Parliament) to a Partial and a Factions Choice : So that 
my Buſineſs is only to encounter and lay open the Vanity 
and Weakneſs of thoſe Livels , and without confining my 
ſelf to any one in particular, to ſum up the Malice of them 
all, for ſo much as concerns our preſent purpoſe, and to 
ſubmit my ſelf to the Reader in a fair and ſhort Reply. 

It is a Note worthy of Conſideration, that all the Papers 
here in queſtion, {even to a fingle Sheet) are the Work 
of Men exceedingly Byaſs'd againſt the Eſtabliſh'd Govern- 
ment, as Republicans, Anabaptiſts, and other ſorts of Dif- 
fſenters from-the Church 5 for the Publiſhers of theſe Papers 
are known every one of them, and moſt of the Authors. 
Now what advice toward the Horoxr and Safety of the 
Government, theſe People are hkely to give, who are 
United in comnion Principles of Defaming, Diſcompoſing, 
and even of Diſolving it, let Heaven and Earth be the 
Judges : And what work ſuch a Houſe of Commons would 
make, as theſe forward Undertakers would have, if they 
were to direc and influence the EleGion. 

Now if theſe be the Counſelors, let us ſee next if the 
Matter of their Writings be not anſwerable to the CharaGer 
of the Mex; and if it be not moſt evident that it is their 
very ſcope and defign (fo far from endeavouring the Peace 
and Settlement of the Nation) -to poiſon the People with 
Seditious Maxims; to create Jealouſies betwixt the King 
and his SubjeFs, and to Undermine the very Foundation 
of the Government. 

They ſupport themſelves with the Multitude, upon two 
General and Popular pretenſions, Religion and Liberty : 
What Religion, or what Liberty, they do not ſay ; but only 

fill the Peoples heads with a confuſed Notion of _ 
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and wild apprehenfions of Popery and Tyranny : And then 
their next work is under colour of ſtating the Privileges of 
King and People, to Ere& Seditions Poſitions ; and after 
all, to preſcribe Remedies infinitely worſe than ' the Diſ- 
eaſe; We {hall now make it appear that the Rel:- 
gion they talk of, leads to all ſorts of Impiety; and that 
their pretended Liberty is the ready way to Slavery. Firſt, 
of Religion. 


As to what concerns Religion, they do all of them ſing 
the ſame Song in their »2ries and Propoſals to the Free- 
holders and EleGors of England, and unanimouſly agree in 
'the ſame method of Advice to the People, how they are 
-to govern themſelves in their next Choice. 

'Their firſt Caution is, To purſue the Diſcovery and Pu- 
2iſhzent of the Plot, (the Trojan Horſe -with an Army in 
the Belly of it.) To ſecure #s from Popery ; and that uo Papilt 
may be allowed to dwell in the Land ; Nor any man choſen into 
#he Houſe, that ſhall dare to open his mouth for a Popiſh Suc- 
ceſlor : And all this attended with a Dreadful Enumera- 
tion of the Maſacres, Fires, Treaſons, and Devaſtations that 
have been wrought by the Popiſp Party. | 

To this firſt Point , the Replicaut moſt willingly ſub- 
ſcribes, ſo far a« ſtands wich Chriſtian Charity, and the Law 
of the Land : But then he cannot forget on theother hand, 
that theConnterfeit Proteſtant Horſe of 1641. had az Army in 
the Belly of him, as well as the Trojan 3 and he that would 
beſafe, muſt look both ways at once. I. 

Another Caution is, not to chooſe any man that is Po- 
piſply affeFed; or (as another hath it) I/ affeGed. But a 
third proceeds a little more warily, and recommends the 
chuſing only of Sizcere Proteſtants, and not Diſeniſed Pa- 
peſts, who are ready to pull off their Maſque, when time ſerves, 
and may be known by their Laughing at the Plot, Diſgracing 
the Evidence, Admiring the TR Conſtancy, _ 
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The Reformed Catholique: Or, 
This ſame Popiſhly and TU. affe&ed, lies open to ſeveral 
Exccptions ;z for one Man is made Judge of the Thoughts 
of another, which is only the Prerogative of Almighty 
God. I have heard of a man that was Indicted for 
Whiſiling 5 but never, till now, of any Man that was Inca- 
pacitated to ſerve in the Houſe of Commons, for Thinking. 
Beſide the Unreaſonable Latitude, and the Horrible Jnj- 
quity of the Judgment ; for if this be admitted, na man 
ſiving can be ſecure : It involves the Innocent with the 
Guilty, and puts a man out of all poſſibility to acquit him- 
ſelf. And then forward; It is but turning the Tables, and 
the Blot is hit on the other ſide : For why ſhould not I be 
as well allow'd to pronounce another man a Diſauiſed 
Pzooteſfant, as he to judge ee a Diſguiſed Papill, and 
the ſame Liberty of Marking him too ? You ſhall know 
him by his Shzboleth; for the Old Covenent ſticks in his 
Teeth ſtill , - and the whole myſtery of his Profeſſion. is 
wrapt up in that Oracle of the Privileges of Parliament 3 the 
Kings Juli Power and Greatneſs; the Proteſtant Religion 
againſt Popery, 4d Popilh Innovations 3 the firlt point 
being wholly I:comprehexſible, and the other two, like 
Jugglers Knots , faſt or looſe at pleaſure. 

This equal Freedom being granted on all ſides, takes a- 
way all Faith, Confidence, eb Dorredpandencs in Humane 
Society. T know no difference in the World: betwixt oze 
wazs Infallibility and anothers; nor any (but in Terms ) be- 
twixt a Private mans Infallible Light, and the Popes Infali- 
ble Sentence : Nor is there any one Uſurpation 1n Popery, 
that is either Gr/evous to the Conſcience, or Daxgerons tothe 
Government 3 but a man may ſhew very near an Equivalent 
of it in Schiſm. 

As to the Marks of diſtin&tion betwixt a Sizcere Pro- 
teſtavt and a Diſgviſed Papiſt; the Immorality of Laughing 
& the Plot, favours more in my opinion, of an Unmannerly 
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am ſo far from Langhine at it, that it wounds my ſoul, the 
very thought on't. Diſgracing of the Evidence were lome- 
thing indeed 3 but to make a man a Papiſi for admiring the 
Traytors Conſtancy, that, methinks is very hard, and not 
anſwerable to what one would expedt from an Advocate 
for Liberty of Conſcience. It is much eaſier to relinquiſh 
an Opinion, then for a man to deyeſt himſelf of Natural 
Aﬀe&ions ; and more unreaſonable to claims a treedom in 
the oze, than to refuſe it in the other. I muſt confeſs, I as 
admire that Conſtancy, and if I were todye for ſo doing, I 
could not but admire it ſtill: And thele Impreſſions are 
Humane, and not to be reſiſted. 

We fall now into the Old Track of the whole Party : 
They cali for Toleratien ; complain of Perſecution ; caſt all 
their Sufferings upon their MVorſhipping according to their 
Conſciences; and then this Lamentable Condition of theirs 
mult be Remonſtrated to the whole Nation. Of theſe four 
Points in order. | 

In the handling of their Phe for Proteſtant Diſſentevs, 
there are many things to be taken into Confideration. 
Firſt, Is it in matters of Conſcience, or only of Pharnſie , 
wherein they deſire to be Indulg d ? If the latter, the up- 
holding of a Law is certainly of much greater concern, than 
the gratifying of a Caprice. Now on the other ſide, if they 
demand it upon an Exigent of Conſcience « Firſt, why Plu- 
rally, for Diſſenters ? When one man cannot honeſtly un- 
dertake for axother mans Conſcience: Belides that (Secondly) 
They ask an Tzdulgence for ſeveral Parties, of divided Con- 

ſciences and Opinions: And in ſhort, they would have'the 
Magiſtrate favour af/ the Conſciexces, that. will not endure 
one anothers. Again; They ſhould do well ta explain 
what they mean by Proteflant D:ſſenters, upon points of 
Corſciencez. whether all in general, or only ſach and ſuch 
Parties : If all in general, Heathens muſt be Tolerated as 
well as Chriſtiazs, for they have 16 as well as _ 
2 r 


12 The Reformed -Catholique : Or, 
Or if it be reſtrain'd toChriſtzanity, it opens a door to He- 
reſes, more deteſtable then Paganiſm it ſelf. So that ar 
QOniverſal Toleration is utterly Unlawſul; and a Partial 
Toleratioz on the other hand, 1s as Jneffenal; for upon a 
Plea of Conſcience they.may all claim alike - So that it is an 
AG of Uniformity ſtill, to thoſe that are Excluded ; and it is 
not fair, in the Government, to favorr oze half, and exaſpe- 
rate another, where all may as well be taken in, as ary. 
Befide, upon the ſuppoſal of a Limited Toleration , who 
ſhall judge which are fit to be admitted, and which not ? 
If the People, every man juſtifies bimſelf, and then we are 
upon an Univerſal Toleration again. They tell us ſtories of 
ſound Faith, good Life, and of diſtinguiſhing betwixt Fur- 
| damentals and not Fundamentals ; which 1s only treading of 
the ſame Ring ſtill ; for it may be every bodies Plea as well 
as ay mans : That which the Magiſirate judges one way, 
the People ſhall determine another; and ore mans Funda- 
mental Truth ſhall be anothers Fundamental Error, which 
will introduce as many Religzons as Phanſies; bring FaGions 
into Families as well as into Governments, and' make the 
People both Parties and Judges : And it 1s notto ſay that 
the Word of God ſhall be the judge, for that's only a Rule by 
which-, we are to judge; and by Errozcows judgments it is 
made the Fonndatior of all Hereſtes 5 For when every man 
may make his own Creed:, there's nothing ſo Impions, but 
bel ſhew yox a Text fort. Moreover, the very Pretence of 
Eiberty.of Conſcience is frivolous ; for Conſcience 1s out of the 
reach of Humane Power ; and the freedom of Thought, 10 
Law can either puriſh or take away. | | 
But-it is the Liberty of AGing, aswell'as of Thinking, that 
they infiſt upon, which upon the whole matter, is neither- 
more nor leſs thanaLicence to do what they pleaſe. The League 
in Flanders, under Maximilian; the Holy League under 
Henry the 3d. of France, Muncer's Outrages in Germany; 
'the Myrtherers of Henry the 4th. and the P: of Orange 3; yo 
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- all the Villamies of the late times here at home, were-acted 
under the Maſque of Religion. It 1s not for the reſtraining 
of Opinions that Laws are provided ; but for the preven- 
ting of Oxvert Deeds of Violence, and they are puniſh'd for 
Adion, not for Conſcience. Neither have we any means of 
diſtinguiſhing betwixt Fa@joz and Religion, if every mans 
word ſhall be taken for his own Conſcience 3 and then 1t 
13 a dangerous way of dividing a Kingdom againlt it ſelf. 

Take notice all this while, that they urge a Toleratior, 
no body knows for whom, or for what. Where are their 
Articles where 1s the Model of their Accommodation ? or 
how 1s it poſſible to contrive any Common Expedient to gra- 
tifie them? For nothing leſs than a total Liberty of doing 
what they liſt, will pleaſe them, which muſt inevitably pro- 
duce the Diſſolution of the Government. If. they-would 
have the wilder and more extravagant SeFs excluded, why 
do they plead for A4/ in general, and not rather particula- 
riſethe Opinions and Parties that they would have Erdulg'd ? 
But they dare not do ?h3s, for fear of difobliging the reſt, 
their buſineſs being to Unite all FaGions in the Quarrel 1 
when yet you may as ſoon bring Heaven and Hell together, 
as reconcile them in Religzox; ſo that either they ask an 
Impiews thing, in the allowance of all, or an ImpradGica- 
ble thing in propounding any Limitation, upon a Plee 
of Conſcience, , But the truth is no more than this : They. 
ask a thing which can neither. be grazted, nor ſo much as 
underſtood; and the People are tranſported with the found 
of Loyalty and Religion, to the deſire of things wholly In- 
copy with either Pzety or Government. 

'7e ſhould do well to take-notice, that againſt-thzs Plea, 
for Liberty,, there is on the oxe. ſide, the Authority of a Law, 
andthe ſolemn jygdgmert of the Church tor the Equity of it 3 
and on the other, the Kings Perſonal and Political Conſci- 
ence for the Execution of it. There is alſo the Duty of a 
Sabjed for.the Obeying of it ; and the ſame reaſon wo Au- 

thorizes 
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thorizes an Izvaſion of this Law, may as well Invalidate af 
the reft. Now the Connterpoize to all this weight, 1s (at 
beſt) only the naked Conſcience of ſome private Perſons. 
The Peoples Conſciences call for Liberty 3 and the Governors 
Conſcience requires Order : Their Conſciences will not down 
with this Law, nor this Law with ſuch Conſciences : Which 
of the iwo now ſhall yzeld to the other ? 

But what bezefit might we now expect from this Indul- 
gence here, if it were granted £ Or rather, in the firſt place, 
what colour of Coſczerce, or of Reaſon: is there im the very 
demand it ſelf (all the aforeſaid Exceptions over and a- 
bove). Is it, firſt, Reaſonable for them to ask what they 
themſelves think unreaſonable to grants Or toclaim ſuch an 
allowance to themſelves, as a point of Conſcience, which they 
themſelves, upon a pornt of Conſcience, refuſe to others £ For 
there 1s not any one Party in the whole maſs of Diſſerters, 
that does not deny the ſane freedom to others which they 
do joyntly challenge to themſelves: Nay, in their very Pro- 
poſitions to his Majeſty in the Iſle of Wight, Mar. 1647. they 
Excepted the Uſe of the Common Prayer, when they gave 
Ezberty to af other ſorts of Worſhip. (To which Conceſſion 
they were then Compell d by the Cireumſtances of that jun- 
Fare.) Their Refuſal muſt proceed either upon the Right 
of the thing, or upon Reaſo: of State. If they did not like 
our way, neither do we approve. of theirs : Or if they ex- 
cluded us out of a refpeCt to the Pablique Peace, the Go- 
vernment hath ſtill the ſame reaſor: againſt them. 

But we ſhall better underſtand the Party, from their 
own words, whereinwe ſhall fizft, take a ſhort viewof their 
Opinions in matter of Faith and Religzon, Secondly, How 
they ftand affected, one Party to another : And Thirdly, 
Thew Pofitzovs and PradGices, with Relation to the Civil 

Government. ; 
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. As to their Opinions, firſt ſee ſome Extravagances of the 
Se&aries, Cited by a Presbyterian, out of their own Wri- 
tings, in Edwards's Gangrena, from P. 18. to 27. 

They ſay that the Scriptures are Inſufficient and Uncertain. God 
the Author of Sin, even of the Sinfulneſs it ſelf, That the Magiſtrate 
onght not to puniſh any man for denying of a God, if his Conſcience be fo 
perſwaded, That every Creature 7 God, an Eſflux only from God, and 
ſhall return to him : That there iz but One Perſon in the Divine Nature. 
That the leaſt Truth is of more worth than Jeſus Chriſt himſelf. That 
the Doctrine of Repentance is a Soul-deſtroying DoErine. That *tis 
as poſſible for Chriſt himſelf to Sin, as for a Child of God to Sin, That 
the Moral Law is of no uſe at all to Believers. That Peters Trouble, after 
the denial of his Maſter, ifd only from the weaknel(s of his Faith. That 
Infants riſe not again. Nay, he ſpeaks of a, Sectary pleading for a Tole- 
ration of Witches, with ſeveral abominable Inſtances. And he charges 
the Nurſery and Encreaſe of them upon the Presbyterians 3 and that it was 
their Indulgence, not Epiſcopal Connivance that wrought our Miſchief in 
that kind, They agree (ſays he) with Julian the Apoſtate, Libertines, A- 
theiſtts, Unclean, Inceſtuous, Drunkards , Sabbath-breakers, Lyers, 
Jugglers, Slanderers, Proud and Boaſting, Inſolent, Outrageous, Hypo- 
critical, Falſe, " DEI a oh, 

The Scttaries on the other hand call he Aſſembly, Antichriftian, 
Romiſh, Bloody, Plagues and Peſts of the Kingdom, Baal's Prieſts, South- 
ſayers: The Presbyterian Government a Limb of Antichriſt, Tyran- 
nical,.Lordly, an Fgyptian Bondage. An Anabaptiſt ſaid, He hop'd 
to ſex Heaven and Earth on fire, before Presbytery ſhould be ſettled ;, and to 
fee it troden under foot, as the Bilhops. Sterry himſelf ſays, The Sced of 
God hath typo Capital Enemies, Romiſh Papacy, and the Scotch Presby- 
tery. See what the Presbyterians ſay now to a Toleration. 

It is much ( ſays the London Miniſters Letter to the Aſſembly.) 
Fan, 1. 45. that our Brethren ſhould (ſeparate from the Church, but that 
they ſhold endeavour to get a Warrant to Authorize their Separation from 
it , and to have Liberty (by drawing Members out of it) to weaken and dimi- 
niſh it, till ( ſo far as lies in them) they have brought it to nothing. This we 
zbink to be platnly Unlawtul. 

And then the Harmony of the Lancaſhire Miniſters, p. 12, Toleration 
would be the putting the Sword in a Mad mans hand, a Proclaiming Li- 
berty ts the Wolves, to come into Chrifts Flock to prey pon bis Lambs. 

Toleration makes the Scripture a Noſe of Wax; « Rule of Faith zo all 
Religions. And this is the great Rabby of the Party, Rutherfords free. 
Diſp. p. 360. Liber- 
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* Liberty of Conſcience, and Toleration of all, er any Religion, 5s 
Prodigious an Trnpiety, that this Religious Parliament cannot but abhor the 
Tery naming of it. Bailey's Difſwaſive Epiſt. Ded. 1645. | 
' It is unreaſonable ( ſays the Defender of the London Miniſters Letter to 
the Aſſembly, Anti-toleration, þp. 16.) that Independents ſhould deſire 
that Toleration of Presbyters, which they would not give to Presbyters, 


Let it be obſerved from hence, that theſe people do firſt 
demand of the (3Zovernment that Liberty which they deny to 
one another. And Secondly : That they pretend to do it 
upon Conſcience, and yet hold the thing it ſelf to be abſo- 
lutely Onlawful;, fo that they juſtifie the Conſcience of our de- 
nying it to them, by the Conſcience of their refuſing it to 
others. And the only way to evade this, 1s to diſcover all ; 
by confeſling, that though they now beg a Toleration from 
the Government, yet if they get power in their hands, they'l 
make a Conſcience again (as they did before) of alowing 
any freedom to the | nndry Re 

It is aclear caſe, :that their demands are Onwarrantable, 
IrmpradGicable, DOnreaſonable, and not grounded upon Cor- 

ſcience, but diredtly in Oppoſition tot 3 as we have it under 
their own hands. 

.Letus try now if we can diſcover what the deſign 3s, 
fince it appears manifeſtly what it is ot 3 and that, not en- 
ly from the Reaſor: of the thing , but from their own dceds 
and writings; and thoſe matters alſo, and Poſitions , ex- 
pounded by Pra@ice. 

One thing remarkable is this; That they haye been ſtill 
Fiſhing 31 Troubled Waters, and taking advantage of all Di- 
ſtreſſes, and neceſſities of the Government. Did not 
Cartwright, Coppinger, Arthington, and Hacket, take their 
time for that Execrable Conſpiracy againſt Q. Elizabeth, 
when ſhe was juſt upon the very point of ſecuring the-Re- I * 

formed Religion againſt the Power and Church of Rome? 
Did not the Se@arzes in 1641. take the ſame advantage a- 
gainſt the late King, when his thoughts were wholly > 
| en 
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ken up about ſuppreſſing the Iri/þ Rebelior ? And did not 
the latter Scotch Tummlts take the ſame advantage of his Ma- 
jclties being under many troubleſome Circumſtances about 
the Plot; and when the Peoples minds were prepar'd to 
take 11] Impreſſions in the rnatter of Government ? $o that 
the very Timing of this Revived Clamonr for Liberty of Con- 
ſcience, looks ſuſpiciouſly 3 and the more, becauſe their 
Meetings here have of late been very little interrupted. 

To run thorough thoſe peſtilent Principles, which the 
Heads of the Se&aries have Publiſh'd in their own Names, 
were endleſs. Wherefore I ſhall content my ſelf with ſome 
of their General Poſitions, and refer the Reader to Hasbands 
ColleFions, or the Authors themſelves for the reſt; as Miltor, 
Goodwin, Rutherford, and a hundred more. 

They make the Lords and Commons the Supream Power ; 
nay, the People themſelves, in ſome caſesz Princes, they ſay, 
may be depos'd and put to death : They diſtinguiſh be- 
twixt the Kings Perſon and his Authority , the Letter of the 
Law, and the Equity of it ; and appeal from the Writtes 
Law tothe Law of Nature; and according to theſe Maxims 
they govern their Proceedings. 

But 'will you ſee now the price of all our Blood, and 
Confuſion 2 | 

Upon their Petition to his Majeſty for a Reformation of 
the Liturgy, the King moſt graciouſly iſſu'd out a Commiſſuore 
for a Review of the Book of Common Prayer : An equal 
number of Learned Divines, both Epiſcopal and Presby- 
terian Were appointed to meet about it, and fo agree por: 
fachglterations 45 ſhould be thought moſt Neceſſary. His 

Majeſty earneſtly deſiring that the Miniſters would not 

totally lay aſide the Book, of the Common Prayer, but read 

thoſe parts againſt which there could bena Exception. Now 

inſtead of moſt necel{ary Alterations, and thole to be a- 

greed upon by Both Parties, they Publiſh'd a zew Li- 

targy of their ow, under the Title of the As. 
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of the Liturgy, (which was indeed the Abolition of it. 
Ile give ye only a taſt of ſome of their [portant ſcruples 
that are caſt into the Ballance, againſt the Uzity of the 
Church , and the Peace of the Kingdom : They turn 
TAedded Wife into Barryed: Dolt thon Believe into 
Do you Believe; and al ths I Stedfaſtly Believe, into 
this I do Unfeignedly Believe. 

Let us now ſuppoſe theſe People had their Askizgs - Let 
any man but ſhew me from the Mzzority of King James, to 
this hour, where they were not the more violent and im- 
portune upon yielding (even to the hazard ofa downright 
Rebellion) and the Author ſhall give any man his Head, 
for the Preſident : Did not the A/embly 1n_ 1578. impoſe 
upon the Parliament in Scotland, fall foul.upon the Arch- 
Biſhop of Glaſgow,and the whole Order? paſs a Decree againſt 
their Votes in Parliament; command them to renounce 
their Temporal Titles, and Civil Juriſdidien, and ſet their 
Dmarriers at work for the demoliſhing of Glaſgow Cathe- 
dral £ (which had been done too, if the Trades-mex had not 
by force prevented it.) And did they not grow bolder 
and bolder upon the Kings Lenity 3 and Command the 
Biſhops, upon painof Excommunication, not to Officiate as 
Paſtors, without Licence from the General Aſſembly ;, and 
likewiſe order the Patrimony of the Church'to be diſpos'd 
of as they ſhould fee meet ? And'did- they not after that, 
make a Violent and Treaſonous Seizure of the King at 
Ruthvex, and juſtifie it when they had done? And ſoonby 
degrees, till his Majeſty was forc'd; by a Tumult at Edex- 
bourgh, in 1896; and. the Miriſters Bond of Gonfederaty was 
mediately upon it, 'to a Reſolution of Rigerr and Severity: 3, 
which (as Spottſmood obſerves) gave bini mote quitt and. 
ſecurity for the future: _. * Et , 

His Majeſty was no- foqner enter;d ypon the Govern-- 
ment'of Ereland, but he wag Afſayilted: 1n 1604; with the 
ſame ſort of People; and at a Conference at Hampton Canri,. 
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this Queſtion was put, How far ex Ordinance of the Church 
was Binding, without offence to Chaiſtian Liberty ? 
Whereupon the King gave this ſhort Anſwer, Let's haveno 
more of theſe Rueſtions, bat Conform, at your Peril. So that 
they gave him no further trouble upon that ſubjedt. And 
this was Queen Elizabeth's Caſe too, to the hazard both of 
her Life and Government till by that ſevere A@ againſt 
them, of the Thirty-fifth of her Reign, ſhe gave her ſelf caſe 
for the remainder of her Life. 

What did the Late King gain by. his Indulgence tO the 
Scots in 1637. but farther Indignities and Contempt 2 F irſt, 
the Service-Book and Canons were their Grievance 3 ther 
the Five Articles of Perth, though eftabliſh'd both by the 
General Aſſembly and Parliament; The High-Commiſſion 
next, and then the Biſhops Seſſion in Civil Judicatories. His 
M_ gratifies them in every point: Inſomuch, that they 
had nothing further to complain of, but that the King 
would not Aboliſh Epiſcopacy, and admit the Authority of 
their Lay-Elders ; upon which point they brake out into 
an Open Rebellion. Afﬀter this, upon the Interview of the 
two Armies at Berwick, (when theKing had them abſolute- 
ly at his Mercy) upon their Supplication for a Treaty, he 
Truſted them again, and concluded upon a Pacification 3 
of which, the Covenexters did not keep ſo 'much as one 
Article. | ky | 

Upon his Majeſties Return to Loadox, he paſſes the 
Triennial Bill ; Aboliſhes the Star-Chamwber and High- 
Commiſſion-Court ; Paſles an. A& for theCortirmance of the 
Parliament ; 'and in fine, denys' them nothing but his 
Crows and his Blood 3 and then by Virtue' of what he had 
een them already, they took away the reſt, and ſtript 
F of. his Friends, -his Anthority , his Revenue, and his 

rfe. PS Wo 
.  Fhey miniſter great. cauſe of ſuſpicion) in their very ſtile 
and /crupſes: Why:do they run rag rea Amtbiguities ? 
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As the ſettling of Religion in its Dye Latitude ; a Due and 


neceſſary Refozmation 3 ſound Beliek; Pzinciples 
Congruous *- - National Settlement; the Kings Juſt 
Rights; Importance of Intereſts; Stated O2der 7 the 
Church, &c. What is all this, but a jumbling together of 
ſo many Amuſements,.to paſs a Colourable Pretence upon 
the People? And it ſignifies juſt nothing, but what Con- 
ſtruction they ball think fit to allow it. If they would 
oftcr any Pertinzent, Intelligible, and Pra@icable Propoſition ;, 
and fay, what InjunGions they would have abated; what 
Parties they would recommend for theſe qualifications 
where to find them, and who ſball judge of them, If they 
would State their Demands, nd ſay, This # all we ach; 
and then reſt there : If, as they plead for al Diſſenters, 
they would produce ſome Common Inſtrument, or Com- 
miſſion, to ſhew that they are Axthoriz'd by all to Solicite 
in their Names, and to treat upon ſuch or ſuch Points; and 
to go #0 firrther, the buſineſs might be brought yet to ſome 
rational Ifſue. | 
As their Stile is exceeding Dark and Myſteriozs, fo are 
their Scruples of an Extraordinary Quality too. - They can- 
not kzeel at the Sacrament, but they can hold xp their hands 
at the Coverart ; they can diſpen e with the Oath of A/e- 
geance, and yet make a ſcruple of diſclaiming the Solemy 
League : They can ſwallow a Schiſm (or worſe) and yet a 
Ceremony choaks them. Add to all this 5 many of thoſe 
very perſons that promoted our former Troubles, this very 
w4y, are now at work again-upon the fare Pretenſionz and 
may, without breach of Charity, be ſuſpected to have the 
fame defign, and toremainin a ſtate of Hyperitency, if they 
have not manifeſted their Repertance by ſome Oper Recan- 
zation : For (according tothe Caſnifts) Publique ſins require 
Publique Confeſſions. | 
"It is an Hl fign; too, for a man 'toleapupon the ſudden, 
from. matter of Conſcience to:Reaſon of State; "and in _ 
| | me. 
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ſame breath,of a Petitioner,to become a Reformer. It would 
ſeem a ſtrange thing, for a man to requeſt a ſpecial favour 
from the Maſter of a Family, and at the ſame time to put 
aftronts upon his Domeſticks, and to tell him that his Ser- 
vants were all of them a pack of Raſcals; which is not 
much from the point now in hand. 

We have had abundance of Advice to the Free-holders of 
England, toward the Choice of this next Parliament z as 
Sober and Seaſonable Puzres; Englands great Intereſt ; the 
Free holders Choice, and twenty more; and all of them a- 
greeing 1n the gexeral Heads one with another : They tell 
us who are fit to be choſen, and who zot. 

The former, ſuch as will remove and bring to Juſtice evil 
Counſellors ; Corrupt ard Arbitrary Miniſters of States 
Dete@ and Pariſh the Penſioners of the former Parliament 3 
the face of the Kingdom, and they muſt chuſe ſuch as will ſecure 
vs from Slavery. 

The People are direted on the other fide, not to chuſe 4 
man that has been reputed a-Pentioner, zo Court-Officer, or 
whoſe Employment is durante bene placito ; #o Ambitious 
men, or Non-reſidents, #hat live here in Town, and ſeek Ho- 
nours and Preferments above. 

This is: the Counſel of Ernglards Grand Intereſt : And 
methmks, .in theſe Qualifications, there is both too -ch, 
and too little: As to the point of Evil Connſellors, Corrupt: 
Minifters and Penſioners, he ſhould have done well to have 
advis'd them all manner of Caxtion and CircumſpeGion, tor 
fear. of miſtaking their Men. This was the way that 
brought theEarl of Straffard, and the Arch-Biſhop of Car- 
terbury to their Exzds,under theNotion of evil Counſelors too, 
though perhaps, the moſt-neceſſary Inſtruments that ever this. 
Nation enjoy'd, for the Common good both of King and 
People. So that as it is a great Service to bring Corrup#* 
Minifters to Publick Juſtice, it is-yet a lewd Method to - 
make the.Rebble the Executioners, and to puniſh Male- 44> 
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miniſtration by Sedition:; For in this Caſe the Good and 
the Bad fall indifferently without diſtinQtion; and inſtead 
of drawing here and there a piece of Ro#ter: Timber toward 
a Repareation, they fall foul upon the main Pil/ars and Syp- 
porters of the Houſe; ſo that all falls into Ruins. And 
then the mark ofa Reputed Pezſrorer goes a little too far 
for itlies in the power of two or three Malevolent Tongues 
to make any man ſo. They that made the laſt King a Re- 
puted Papiſt, (hall much more eaſily make any of his Ma- 
jeſties Subjedts paſs for Reputed Penſroners. 

The total Excluſion of all Court Officers, or Bexe-placito- 
men, 1s yet worſe : For this ſets up a dire& Oppoſition bee 
twixt the King and his People 3 as who ſhould fay, Truſt 
2:0 body that wears any Taken of the Kings favour. And the 
ſame reaſon diſables him as well to any other Truſt what- 
ſoever : So that the Kings Conntenance 1s a kind of Incapa- 
city. And it isthe ſamething with thoſe he calls Ambitions 
Mex ; as if any Application to his Majeſty, made a Man 
unfit for the Service of his Country. He ſhould have 
done well to have warn'd them againſt.the K»rown Enc- 
ies of the Government, rather then the SuſpeFed Servants 
of the Kzng. | 

The Free-holders Choiceis a very Martin Mar-Prelate. His 
Language againſt the Clergy is too coarſe for an Honeſt 
man to repeat after him , but he has rang'd them-m good 
Company ; for he ſays that they lay out themſelves, to ac- 

' commodate their Maſters with the verieft Villains that car be 
pick'd up in all the Country ;, that ſo we may fall into the hands 
again of as Treacherous and Lewd a Parliamert as the 
Wiſdom of God, ard Folly of Man has moſt miraculonſly 
freed aw from. Methinks ſome of the Members of that 
Parliament ſhould concern themſelves to call for Juſtice 
upon.ſo foul a Scandal. | * 
The Author of the Seaſonable .Qzeres does not only re- 
commend the fame Cautions .with elite 
. | A- 
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Majeſty himſelf to Shrift, and puts the Queſtzoz, whether 
Prorogation and Diſſolution of Parliaments, at ſuch a t:me 
as this, dees not fill the hearts of Proteſtant Subjedts with evi- 
dent fears of deſtruition £ | 

And Secondly (ſays he) Whether it benot high time for all 
the Proteſtants i#» England, to Refolve as one man, that 
they will fland by, and maintain the Power and Privileges 
of Parhament, together with the Power and Juff Rights of 
the King, according to the Laws of the Kingdom, ſo as the 
One may not intrench upon the Dther. 

The former Expoſtulation upon the Reaſon of the Kings 
Proceedings, would have been more taken notice of per- 
haps, if it had not been follow'd with one of the moſt Au- 
dacious Challenges that this Licentious ſeaſon has produc'd ; 
for the meaning of it is, to incourage a direct Rzi/mg, as if 
the King and the Parliament were going together by the Ears, 
(forgive the Expreſſion) and the People to interpoſe, to 
ſee fair Play. 

his is the very Trace of the Old Covenant - They muſt 
reſolve ito maintain 0 body krows what on the one fide ;; 
(for the Privileges of Parliament are paſt finding out + ) 
But then they are to ſtand by the Kizg, on the other-lide, 
witha Limitation; only in his Jifi Rights, and: of thoſe 
Bounds ,: they themſelves are to be the Judges. - 'Fhis: 
Epithete was apply'd to the Late: Kings Caſe, by thoſe very 
men that cut off his Head. | 

The Author of Englands great Intereſt, having directed: 
the Goad People what perſons to chooſe for the enfuing- 
Parliament, and whatnot: His next works to inſtruc them 
in the Knowledge of their Powers, which he divides 1nto 
three Rights or Exndamentals. The Firſt-is Pzoperty,: that 
#, aRight and Title to their own Lives, Liberties, and E- 
ſtates. For #he Law (be ſays) x \@mpire between King, 
Lords, awd Commons ;. axd the Right and:/Property'# one 
7: kind, through al Degrees and Qualities 7 the King- 
dom. Park that. Why. 
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Why does he not ſay that the Kizg is Umpire betwixt 
King, Lords, and Commons, as well as that the Law is ſo? 
For the Law is only the Kings Pleaſure made kyown 3 and 
the whole Force and Authority of it, 1s but an Emanation 
from Soveraign Power. And then for his Three Fundamen- 
tals: AsTam © Commoner of England my (elf, I ſhould be 
loth to loſe any Right of an Erxeliſh man; and yetasIam 
a Loyal Subje& allo, I ſhould be as unwilling to encroach 
upon the Privileges of the Crown. I do not know what he 
means by his oe i» KinD; with the Exphaſis of Mark. 
that upon it. Ifit be, that the People have as much Right 
to their Lives, Liberties, and Eſtates, as the King himſelf 
has; though it be trxe in ſome ſenſe,it will not hold yet,as he 
would have it zzderſtiood. For the People may forfeit their 
Lives, Liberties, and Eſtates, but the King cannot forfeit 
His: Wherefore ark That too. 

His Second Fundamental zs Legiſlation : Or, the Power 
of making Laws 3 for no Law can be made or Abrogated (he 

ſays) inEngland Without there. | 
It is not Candidly done, to call that the very a& of Legi/la- 
tion, which is only Conſultive and Preparative towards it, 
The making of Laws, 1sa Peculiar and Incommunicable Pre- 
rogative of Soveraientyz fo that to place the Legi/lative 
Power in the Commons, is to make thew SUpeam 3 and to 
ſet a King of England once more at the Commons Bar. Be- 
ſide that, his Inference 18 as Iuconſequent, as his Aſſertion 1s 
Dargerow. As if a Law mult neceſſarily be made By 
them, becauſe it cannot be Made or Abrogated TWithout 
them. Does he that furniſhes the Ingredients, therefore 
make the Medicine, becaufe the Medicine cannot be made 
without the Ingredients £ What ſignifies _— of an [:- 
ſtrument to the paſſing of an Authority or Obligation, with- 
out Signing and Sealing-? Yet the one cannot be done 
without the other. Does the Conzcel that draws the Con- 
| Veyance 
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zeyance, paſs away the Eſtate; becauſe the Act could not 
have been good without him 2 And again, the Law in this 
Caſe, is no other then a Promiſe under» the Kings Hand, 
paſt to the People, and partakes of the Nature of other 
Promiſes. It was made by the Promriſer, and cannot be d:j- 
charg'd without the Conſent of thoſe to whom 1t was Pro- 
miſed. 

His Third Fundamental zs Executive, ard holds Propor- 
tion with the other two, in order to compleat both their Free- 
dom and Security 5 and that js their ſhare. (as he ſays) in the 
Judicatory Power 3 iz the Execution and Application of 
thoſe Laws that they AQree to be made. | 

A Fudicatory Power without Authority to Miniſter an 
Oath, is to me, I muſt confeſs, a new thing - And now 
for the word Agreez- though. it maybe pertiment enough 
to his purpoſe {for there needs no more to the Undoing of 
the moſt Regular Government upon the face of the Earth, 
then F r's to, turn the. Peoples hearts againſt it, and then 
to poſſeſs them that they have a.Legal Remedy in their Ow 
hands.) Yet that word (Iſay 10 this place,cls very impro- 
per:3 for it isbuta; Regneſft-preſented to. his Majeſty for his 
Approbation.  The'Requeſt ov BiY, 18-10. doubt, agreed up- 
on; but it were an UYncouth kind. of expreſſion for a Peti- 
tioner to ſay that he ;does Agree that: his Petition ſhall be 
Granted nant toad 3G yall gd ad; ot wa 
- -/'The Bufinefs it airly-puſhid\already :. Buythe Pabliſher 
of a''Pretended Speech lately. Printed , -carries/it. a ſtep 


further;3 1; vi2tod mil eng; 4 bog”, do 30m 11.61 4 
Tf a Prince ( ſays ihe). be Borr:toa Kingdom, who zs either 
Lunartique, / or ot herwiſe-difabled#2.do. the Kingdoms any good, 
ſhall. not yhe!Subjetx,,.an thiftTCaſe,. proceed, te. chaſe arather, 
who may: preſerve' the Kingdom, when  othermi(e -3t muſt” of 
neceſſity Perifh)s,. As lately in;the Caſe of Paxtugal, they chaſe 
another #o:Sxcceed; . becauſe of the.Dilability of the former. 
wh \ 4 Q3WKNISGHD) 19 ni0 55s « "Wil v3) AHA 3:1; M5; 
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This is, tn plain terms, a Depoſerg Principle : For it a 
King may be Remov'd, in ſuch Caſe of Diſability, the 
People being gx 1 0 of the Caſe, it 3s but their ſaying 
that he 3s not fit to Govern, and the work is done. 

There is a Sheet Printed under the Title of A Plea, &c. 
that has more Brains and Art in it then ordinary. He ſays 
that a King # zot for his Own, but his Subjects ſakes only; 
and that we have, in truth, rather Title, &c. to Him, ther: 
He to Us : Adding, that when Kings themſelves be JUL 
Dnes, God zot 91 approves of they Remova], but ever 
bimfelf does it : This he ſupports upon Texts extreamly 
miſapply'd. 

Let it be agreed now that a Prince is rather Conſtituted 
for the good of the People, then the People for the advan- 
tage of the Prirce. But let it be granted alſo on the other 
fide, that Providence has made Order fo zeceſſary to the 
well-being of Mankind, that Tyranny it ſelf is yet more 
Tolerable then gither Anarchy, or Sedition : So that inthe 
matter of Obedience to Superiors, we find our Convenience , 
even 1m our Duty. He ſeems to infer, that becauſe God 
himfelf does many times' remove If Kings, that therefore 
he approves of ovr doing ſo too. But Firſt, we are not to 
draw Gods Extraordinary ways into Precedent. By the ſame 
Rule, Plander was formerly juſtifi'd upon a Scriptzral Com- 
z#i[ſion for the ſpryling of the FEeyptians. Secondly: The 
very admittance, that an 1/ Kizg may be Remov'd, . makes 
way to the defiru@ion of a Good one; for 'tis but ſaying he 
F ſo, to 2akehim ſo, and itleaves him barely at the mercy 
of the People: And this is not all neither, for it turns up 
the very Root of Government, and caſts Humane Afﬀairs in- 
to a Circulation of Confufion. The Two Houſes Depos'd the 
King 5 the Commons, the Lords; the Mwltirade they De- 
poſed the Commons ;, and a upon the femre Charge of M:f- 
demearor. So that the Truftee being ſtill accomptable to 
thoſe that Extraſted him , the Order of Government is In- 


_ wer#ed, andthe /aft Appeal lodg'd in the Rabble. It 
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It is a ſtrange thing that our Proteſtant Diſſenters ſaould 
ſo Unanimouſly agree in their Methods ot Oppoſing Ax- 
thority, and yet keep at ſo great a diſtance in all things elſe, 
for how ſcrupulous ſoever they may ſeem to be in ſet forms 
of Devotion, they are the {tricteſt People of the World, in 
the obſervance of a ſet form of Wraneling with the Govern- 
ment : For an Out-cry of Perſecution does as naturally fol- 
low a Plea for Liberty, as one foot follows another. 

Doth not ſuch a day as this ( ſays our Quariſt) loudly call 
for Repentance, that Proteſtants have been Perſecuting each 
other ; and for Unity in afſeFion amone all Proteſtant Sub- 
jects, whether Conforming or Diſſenting in ſome leſjer Points ; 
and that as Brethren, they Unite in ſuch a Combination of 
ConjunGion, as was itf &. Elizabeths time, with good Suc- 
ceſs to defend the Crown, Religion, and Kingdom, againſt 
the Common Enemy of Mankind ? 

Since the Perſecution of this Age lies ſo heavy upon him, 
and that nothing will ſerve his turn, but the Uniting of 
Proteſtants in ſuch a Combination as was in the days of 
Q. Elzzabeth, it will not be amiſs to look a little into the 
Behaviour of the Proteſtant Diſſexters in thoſe days, and 
the Indxlgence which they received from that Gracious 
Princeſs. 

The Non-conformiſts that Fled, in Q. Maries time to 
Frankfort, and went off from the Engliſh Reformed Catbo- 
liques there, to the Proteſtant Diſſenters at Geneva, theſe 
Non-Conformiſts (I fay) returned for Ezg/avd upon Q. El:- 
zebeths coming to the Crown; and for the firſt ten gears 
of herReign, ply'd her ſo hard with Lzbels, Clamonrs, and 
Seditious Conſultations, that betwixt the Papiſts on the ove 
hand, and the Proeteſiant-Diſſenters on the other, ſhe had 
much ado to ſecure the Peace of her Government : And 
not being m Condition to venture npan any courſe of 
Rigor or Severity, the Proteſtant Diſſewters wa the 14th. 
year of her Reign, Ered&ed a Model of their own 3 call'd a 
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the Church, Libell'd the @necr, Parliament, and Lords, and 
afterward entred into a Formal Conſpiracy againſt her Ma- 
Jeſiy and Conncil;, which being detected, ſome were Exe- 
cuted, and others Impriſon'd : So that, at laſt, by one ſe- 
vere Law of the 35th. of her Reign, ſhe put an end'to that 
Confederacy. 


Here was the Unity of the Combination our Pampbleter 
ſpeak of; and we'll give ye now the Proviſion itſelf that 
did the bus'neſs, with the Preſcribed form of their Suomiſſror. 
Zbe Penalties were Impriſonment, without Bail oz Main-prize ,. fo2 
being preſent at Unlawtul Conventicles, The Mfﬀender. to be dif- 
charg'd, if within thzee months he made his Open Submiſſion and 
Acknowledgment, in the Form bp the ſatd Statute appointed. '181t 
in-cafe of Recuſancy, to Conform within that time, be was r:- 
guir'd to Abjure the Kealmz and in caſe of refuſing to Abjure, 62 of 
notdeparting within a Limited time, 02 of Returning without Li- 
cence». to be pzoceeded againſt as a Felon, without Benefitof Clzrgy. 


Here follows the Form of Submiſſion. 


J: A. B. do humbly confeſs and acknowledge that F'bave gzie- 
boullp offended God, in. Contenining her Pajefties Latwfiil- Go- 
bernment and Authozity, by abſenting my ſelffrom Church, and 
from hearing Dibine Serbice, contrary to the Godly Laws and 
Statutes of this Kealm 5 and in uſing and frequenting diſszder'd 
and unlawful Conventicles and Aflemblies, under tbe: pzetence 
and- colour of Exerciſe of Religion : And J am heartily fozry fo 
the ſame, 6&c. hs £3 Ca a4 

You ſee here what Quarter was both given and;taken 
under Q. Elizabeth, which ſhews that the @##riſt was Iittle 
read in Hiſtory, to appeal to the Pradtices.of thoſe times, 
either for the Innocence of the Party, or the forbearance 
of them. -- But hear what Erglands. Trtereſt ſays to. this 
matter. -- | | 

Ob þ. lay to heart ( ſays he) the Grievoxs Spoils and Ruins 
that: have been laid upon your harmleſs Neighbours for near 
theſe twenty years. Sixty pounds diſtrain'd ps” = 

0. 
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Two Hundred for Sixty : The Flocks taken ont of the Fold 3 
the Herd from the Stall : Not a Cow left to give Milk to the 
Orphans, zor a Bed for the Widow to lie on: Whole Barns 
of Corn ſwept away, and not a Penny returnd. And all 
this, for {ozthipping of $0d. accozding to their Con- 
ſcience, {fon (lays he to the Free-holders) wil/ either 
Compel or -Perſecute your ſelves, or chuſe ſuch as do,.-zou 
hate the Papiſts, but not Popery. 

This 1s ſo Errant aCazt of Begging, as if the Proteſiant- 
Diſfenters had ſerv'd their Trade in Moor-fields; and it 
runs too, in the very Toxe. and Stile of their Petitions and 
Admonitions to Q. Elizabeth, and ſo. down by a clear Suc- 
ceilion to this Inſtant. There were Citations, Degradinzs, 
and Deprivations; ſome in the Marſhalſeas, ſome in the 
White-Lyon, ſome in the Gatehouſe at Weſtminſter , others 
in 4he Counter, or iz the Clink, or in Bridewell, or i New- 
gate. , How many good Mens deaths have the Biſhops been 
-the Canſe of £ How many . have they driven to leave their Mt 

niſtry,. and live by Phyſicks Men have been miſerably handled 
with Revilings, Impriſonments, Baniſhments, &c. If this 
Perſecution be not provided for , ereat trouble will. come 
gf K. James, noman (they ſaid) could be aſfſur'd of 
his Lands or Life. And under the Late. King, how were 
theſe poor People Oppreſs'd by Fines, Impriſouments, Stig- 
m4tizings, Deprivations, Suſpenſions, Excommunicated, Out- 
law'd,;. Begger'd,: Proceeded againſt with puniſhments Pe- 
canary and Corporal; nay, Death it (ſelf : And now+they 
are at. the ſame lock again. WS 

But what are theſe People (for the Love of God) that 
are thus miſerably us'd all this while 9: Why truly: (if we 
may take their own words for't): under Q.:Flizabsth they 
were Loyal SubjeFs, and-Gods faithful Servaznts;' moſt Wor- 
thy, Faithful, and Pairful. Miniſters, Learned and' (Godly, 
Unreproyeable before all men; the Strexgthof the a—_ | 
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and the Sizew of her Majeſties Government. Under 
K. James, they were men of Conſcience , Preſervers of the 
Churches Right. and Aflerters of the Holy Diſcipline. Un- 
der the Late King, they took up the Titles of Men of 
Tender Con{ciences, Well-affeFed ; Men that had the Power 
of Goalineſs, Painful, Laboriouws Preachers of the Word ; 
Faithful in their Generation, and Men Zealows in the de- 
fence of the Proteſtant Religion, the Privileges of Parlia- 
ment, and of his Majeſty in his Juſt Rights. And in our 
days, they call themſelves Lovers of Gods Ordinances, and 
Enemies of all Humane Tnventions; a People Zealows of 
Religion ; ſound 1n the Faith, Intelligent, Sober, Numerons, 
Peaceable, Orthodox : The Ceremonies they look upon as an 
Exceſs; they diſſent from the o#tward Order of Worſhip, 
(for the Conſcience will Interpoſe im the Difates and In- 
jun&ions of men, in Divine Worſhip) AN theſe People a- 
greeing in this common Complaint, that they are Perſe- 
euted for Worſhipping according to Conſcience. Whether 
they do wel or i//;, whether they ſpeak true or falfe ; whe- 
ther they have Reaſoz on their ſide, or zof, in theſe Re- 
monſtrances let the Reader judge. þ, £78 | 
Let it be firſt obſerv'd, that the Author dates this Per- 
ſecution from his Majeſties Return 5 near theſe twenty 
years (he ſays) as if there had never been any ſuch thing 
before; whereas from the time-of Q. Elizzabeths A& a- 
bove-mention'd, to the very At for Uniformity, (the 
late times excepted ) the Church was never without a 
Legal Proviſion for the preventing and ſuppreſſing of Cor- 
venticles; and the much Law more Rigoroulty put'in Exe- . 
cution. Beſide, that, as they were more or lets Indulg'd , 
the Nation was ſtill more or leſs at quiet. | 
Obſerve again, that there's no notice taken of the L5- 
berty of the Late times, or the deplorable Effe#s of that 
Licence, though the Presbyterians little Finger was heavier 
| then the Logzs of the Biſhops, in the point of Reſtraint, 
as 
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as we have ſhew'd already, from the mouths of the other 

Se@aries, But they are too prudent to fall foul oze wpor 

' another , when their bus'neſs is to joyn in a Confederate 

Party againſt the Government : So that they are now Ove 

and Al, and every ſeparate Opinion ſtickles for all the 

reſt : And then comes on the Cry of the Orphans and 

Widdows againſt the Cruelty of the Oppreſſor : Sixty pounds 

Diſtrain'd for Twelve ; Two hundred for Sixty, &c. Mes 

thinks the Plaintiff ſhould have been ſo ingenuous, as to 

have refleted upon the Perfecutions that other Men ſuf- 

fer'd even from theſe People that now complain of a Per- 

ſecution 3 and that #hey ſuffer d for Worſ\ipping according to 

their Conſciences too, and they had not only Relzg70x on their 

ſide, but Law alſo 3 whereas the other founded a Rebe//ion 
upon a. pretended ſcruple of Religion, and oppoſed the 

Rules of Chriſtianity and Civil Authority , both in one: 

But it 3s a Perſecution to them, to be kept from Perſe- 
cnting. 

Neither does this Clamour keep it felf within the 
bounds of Spiritual matters, but breaks in upon the Civil 
Adminiſtration , and alarms the Multitude with the terri- 
ble apprehenfions likewiſe of Tyra»xy and Slavery. Where- 
fore we are enforced to oppoſe the ſexſible Experiment of 
an anal Tyranny and Slavery to the artifitial and imaginary 

ars of it; to leave all Mortals without excuſe, that ſhall 
read theſe plain and well-meaning Papers, if ever they 
ſhould fall into the ſame miſtakes again. ' 

The taking away of Mens Goods and Liberties, the 
forcing of thewr Conſciexces, and tying them up to an Im- 

licite Obedience to the Decrees of CQovernment , are ter- 
rible things, I muſt confeſs : But yet much worſe ſure, 
where they run direQly agaizft the Stream of a Receiv'd 
Anthority and Vſage, then where the ſo doing is Warranted 
by krown Laws and wnivterrupted PraGice. 
he 
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- There are ſeveral ſorts of Perſecution : A Perſecution in 
matter of Conſcience, Sood Name, P2opziety of Goods 
and Eſtate; Freedom of Perſon, and that is the moſt odious 
Aggravation of Perſecution, when it 1s ſet up in defiance 
of a Publick Law, and Introduc'd under a colour of kizd- 
eſs toall theſe Intereſts, We will be as ſhort in theſe Par- 
ticularsas we can, and leave the Reader to ſay where the 
Odium of the Perſecution lies. 

Firſt, to the point of Conſcience. It was the judgment 
of the Late Royaliſts, that they were oblig'd in Conſcience 
. and Duty, to pay Obedience to the Laws, both Civil and 
Eccleſiaſtical; and with the hazard of their Lives and 
Fortunes, to endeavour the preſervation both of the Church 
and State. The Prote@ant Diſſenters pretended the ſame 
reſpeit for the Kirg and Church, with the Royal Party : 
And when by Popular Pretexts they had ingratiated 
themlclves with the Multitude, they plaid their Game the 
contrary way, and took up Arms againſt the Government, 
which they Swore to Defend. Now fee at what a rate 
they treated, not only the Friends of the Government, but 
the Government it ſelf. | 
There were a hundred and fifteen Miniſters Eje&ed, with- 
in the Bils of Mortality ; belide Pauls and Weſtminſter ; 
and in proportion, all the Nation over, for refuſing to 
comply with the Schiſzz; and they were not ſo much as 
ſuffer'd to take the Employment of either a School-maſter 
or a Chaplain, but under heavy Penalties. Several-of our. 
Divines were Choak'd up, and Poifon'd in Peter-Houſe, 
and :other Goals, either for Worſhipping according to their 
Conſciences, or Refuſing: to aF againſt them. No-Man'ad- 
mitted to. Compound; or ſo:much as Live in the Parlia- 
mefits Quarters, without Swearizg.' | Men were Sequeſter'd 
for not joyning.in the Rebe//oz: 3: for 'affiſting: the: King 
according to the. Lew, \and- for. .zot. Covenanting, though 
in expreſs Contradiction to the Oath of A/egeance. _ 
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the Abolition of the Common Prayer, ſevere Penalties im- 
pos'd upon any man that ſhould uſe it; and their own 
Dire&ory imposd upon a Forfeiture too; 'nay , they 
would not allow the King himſelf, in his Diſtreſſes, the 
Comfort of any of his own Chaplains, nor ſo much as the 
benefit of a Common-Prayer Book: And at Fife in Scot- 
land, there was an Oath given at the Communion, not 
to take the Kings Oath, nor any other then their 
Own.— Was all this an Invaſion of the Liberty of Conſci- 
ence Or not? 

Touching a Perſecution now, upon the point of Good 
Name : Though the whole courſe of the Hiſtory is full 
of Virulent and Unchrifttan Reflections, I will only re- 
fer my ſelf to that Dzabolical Libel of Whites Centuries 
of Scandalow Miniſters ; wherem, without any regard 
to Truth or Modefty, they have expos'd ſo many Reve- 
rend Names to Infamy and Difhonour. In one word; Af 
ter they had repreſented the King himelf for a Tyrant, 
and an Idolater, it was but Conſonant that they ſhould caft 
Reproaches upon his Party. 

Touching the Freedom of our Perſons and Eſtates, the 
whole courſe of the late War, was but one continu'd 
Uſurpation uponour Rights to both - Noble mens Houſes 
turn'd to Priſons, and People Committed, without know- 
mg either their Accuſfers, or their Offence: Some clap'd 
on Shipboard to be Tranfported, no body knew whither ; 
and others ſold into Plantations for Slaves. To ſay no- 
thing of thoſe that fell by the Sword, in the Defence 
of ther Country; or otherwiſe paſt the hand of the 
Executioner, in Juſtification of their Religion and Al- 
legeance. There was z0 takzng of Threeſcore pounds for 
Twelve, 3 thoſe days; nor of Two hundred for Sixty. 
But they took AZ for zothing ; and there was noLiving 
' among them for any Honeft man, that would not Pro- 
ftirute his Conſcience. And who are they now, _ 
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either the very perſons, or men however of theſe ve- 
ry Principles, that ated theſe Out-rages upon Us, and 
yet now complain of being Perſecuted themſelves? When 
they ſtartle the Common People with the Notions of 
Cruelty and Slavery, as a matter now in Proſpe& ; me- 
thinks they ſhould Bluſh at the Memory , and upon the 
Guilt of thoſe Real Calamitics which we have both 
ſeen and felt, wherein our Bleſſed Soveraign had yet 
a greater ſhare then any of his Subjects. 

They Abeliſhd Kingly Goverment 3 Sold the Crown- 
Lands; Impriſon'd aud Murther'd the King 5 made it 
Treaſon to deny the Supremacy of the Commons ; turn'd 
our Churches into Stables ; Burnt our Communion-Tables, 
and profay'd the very Aſhes of the Dead. Let but any man 
read Scobels AFs, and ſay, it the Ergl;/h were not in thoſe 
times, and under theſe Proteſtant Diſſenters,, the moſt 
Deſpicable Slaves in Nature. See their Tax upon the 
Fifth and Twentieth part, their —_ upon Exciſe ; their 
Aſſeſſments. tor the Maintenance of the Army, and their 
Monthly Taxes for the ſame end. Ninety thouſand pounds; 
Sixſcore thouſand pounds, Sixty thouſand pounds, Sequeſirati= 
07:5, Seizing of Peoples Rents and Debts, Approprutipg to 
themſelves the profits of Toxnage and Poundage, and Com- 
poſitions for Wards. Authorizing the breaking open of 
Locks, and Examining upon Qath for diſcovery of Delin- 
quents Money and Eſtates. Allthis 18 as well known, as the 
very fact of the War it ſelf; and if we have a mind to lie 
down under the ſame Bondage again, let us belteve the 
Stories.of Arbitrary Government and Syperſiition, that theſe 
People tell us of, and they ſhall juſt fo help us out of it a- 
gain, as they did before. | 

There ſhould be ſomething further ſaid to their pretence 
of being Perſtcuted for Religioz ;, but I find little to be 
added to what is already deliver'd. The Law ſtands ſtill - 


They preſs upon the Lay, and yet cry out, that the Row 
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perſecutes them. We may lay down this, I think,. for a 
Maxim 3 That whoſoever tells 5 that he makes a Conſcience of 
Complying with the Diſcipline of the Church, and yet manifeſtly 
makes none at all, of undermining, nay and of blowing up the 
whole frame of the Government, that man is moſt undoubtedly an 
Hypocrite. 

To Conclude : What's the meaning of this Remonſtrating 
to the People ? They are no Judges of the Coxtroverſie : But 
they do well however, in a Cauſe, where Force doesa great 
deal more then Argumert, to make their Application to the 
Multitude, with whom Clamoxr. and Pretence are of more 
Value then Modeſty and Reaſor. It is a moſt Ridiculous 
Contradiftion to common ſenſe, to believe theſe men to 
be in earneſt 3 forif they were, they would never Defame 
the Government, at the ſame time that they beg a Dzſper- 
ſation from it. 

Their Demand is Unreaſonable, the thing it ſelf only No- 
tional and ImpraGicable, By Liberty of Conſcience, they mean 
4 Freedom of doing what they pleaſe, which neceſlarily implies 
a total Diſſolution of the Laws. They offer it only as a Decoy 
to the People; and when they have gain'd Compaſſion to 
themſelves (like Beggers that move Pity by ſhewing Ulcers 
of their own making ) their next buſineſs is to draw Cox- 
tempts upon the Government, and after that, to enter with- 
out more adoe, upon the Great Work of Reformation. Let 
me do this Right however to the Independents : 1 do not find 
that Party to have given the Government any trouble ſince his 
Majeſties Return ; but that they have kept themſelves clear of 
all theſe late Broils: And if Authority had the ſame ſenſe of 
them, with the Author of this Pamphlet, they would be found 
both in their Principles and in their Manners, to have the moſt 
reaſonable Claim of all ſorts of Diſſenters, to a favourable 
allowance from the Government, God in his Mercy open 
our Eyes, that we may know our Friends from our 


Enemies. 
THE END. 


